The Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, the Department of Ethnology and Anthropology of
the Faculty of Philosophy, Belgrade, and the Centre for Popular Music Research
are honoured to invite you to participate inthe international scholarly conference

POPULAR MUSIC OF THE BALKANS
17–18 June 2020, Belgrade, Serbia
The term “popular music” is used in public discourse on a daily basis, hence its multiple
meanings both on a global and on a local level. It is the term’s polysemic nature that has inspired
this conference in an effort to explore popular music from the perspective of different disciplines
with the research focus on the Balkans.
Given the interaction of diverse cultural contents, practices and identities, popular music
emerges as a productive field of research for different social and humanities disciplines and subdisciplines with their specific research traditions and perspectives. The Balkans, for its part,
emerges as a particularly challenging region to research. On the one hand, the attribute “Balkan”
refers to a geographical area whose boundaries are not always clearly defined. On the other hand,
the Balkans, although highly diversified culturally, is often perceived, internally as well as
externally, as a bearer of “authenticity”, a bearer of an authentic culture, an authentic sound
included.
This international interdisciplinary conference is conceived as a platform for re-examining
the importance and place of popular music in the context of the Balkan countries, for re-examining
the interrelatedness between globality and locality using popular music as a lens, and also, for
establishing whether, and which elements of, the popular music produced in the Balkans can be
characterized as “authentic”. Given different understandings of the Balkans – a geographical area
with often unclear and fluid boundaries but also a symbolic construct – the conference should also
seek to examine whether and in what ways Balkan boundaries are being (re)defined by popular
music.

Proposed topics
Contributions focused on but not limited to the proposed topics are encouraged:
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• Popular music as a cultural phenomenon
• Popular music between the local and the global
• Popular music on the Internet
• Popular music and the media
• Popular music and consumption
• Culture of listening
• Audiences and popular music
• Balkan music stars as cultural heroes
• Popular music and publishing
• Music festivals as popular music practices
• Popular music and the city
• Popular music and risk behaviours

Presentation should not take longer than 15 minutes plus 10 minutes for questions and discussion.

Conference languages are English and all languages of the Balkans. Poster presentations,
should there be any, should be in English.

Deadlines
Abstract submission: 1st December 2019
Notification to authors of abstract approval status: 15 January 2020

Guidelines for abstract writing and submission
Abstracts in English should be sent to: popularnamuzikabalkana@gmail.com and accompanied by
the following information: the name of the author (and co-author); the institutional affiliations of
the author (and co-author); the e-mail addresses of the author (and co-author); the title of the paper;
keywords.

Abstracts should not be longer than 300 words.
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All abstract applications will be reviewed, and authors will be notified of their approval status by
15 January 2020.

There is no conference registration fee. The organizers do not cover travel, accommodation, food
and insurance expenses.

Plenary speakers
Dr Catherine Baker, Senior Lecturer in 20th Century History, Department of History, Faculty of
Arts, Cultures and Education, University of Hull, UK

Dr Ana Hofman, Senior Research Fellow, Assistant Professor, Institute of Culture and Memory
Studies ZRC SAZU, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Programme Committee
Prof. Vesna Mikić, Faculty of Music, University of Arts, Belgrade, Serbia (Chair)
Assist. Prof. Marija Ajduk, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade, Serbia (Chair)
Prof. Franco Fabbri, Conservatorio “Arrigo Boito” di Parma and Department of Computer Science,
State University of Milan, Italy
Prof. Dario Martinelli, Faculty of Creative Industries, Vilnius, Lithuania
Assoc. Prof. Marko Pišev, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade, Serbia
Dr Jelena Jovanović, Research Associate, Institute of Musicology, Serbian Academy of Sciences
and Arts, Belgrade, Serbia
Prof. Vlado Kotnik, Faculty of Humanities, University of Primorska (MS FH UP), Koper, Slovenia
Prof. Saskia Jaszoltowski, Institut für Musikwissenschaft, Karl-Franzens-Universität Graz, Austria
Dr Rory Archer, Centre for Southeast European Studies, University of Graz, Austria
Dr Mišo Kapetanović, Centar for Advanced Studies, University of Rijeka, Croatia
Dr Gérôme Guilbert, Université Paris 3 – Sorbonne Nouvelle, France
Dr Wolf-Georg Zaddach, University of Music, Weimar, Germany
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Assist. Prof. Ljubica Milosavljević, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade, Serbia
Assist. Prof. Biljana Leković, Faculty of Music, University of Arts, Belgrade, Serbia
Bojana Radovanović, MA, Institute of Musicology, Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts,
Belgrade, Serbia

Organizing Committee
Assist. Prof. Nina Kulenović, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade, Serbia
Assist. Prof. Mladen Stajić, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade, Serbia
Assist. Prof. Milan Milojković, Academy of Arts, University of Novi Sad, Serbia
Nevena Milanović, PhD, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade, Serbia
Adriana Sabo, MA, Faculty of Music, University of Arts, Belgrade, Serbia
Maša Spaić, MA, Faculty of Music, University of Arts, Belgrade, Serbia

Contacts
E-mail: popularnamuzikabalkana@gmail.com
URL: http://www.popmusicbalkan.com/
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